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The Composer
Adrian B. Sims (b. 2000), born in Seattle, Washington is an accomplished composer, conductor, educator,
and trombonist. Adrian’s music has been performed at prestigious conferences such as The Midwest Band
and Orchestra Clinic and at new music reading sessions across the country. His music has also been
selected for the Bandworld Top 100 List, and many of his works appear on the J.W. Pepper Editor’s Choice
List. Adrian has also been selected as a winner in multiple composition competitions including the
Maryland Music Educators Association Young Composers Project and the Make Music Young Composers
Contest. He is frequently invited to rehearse, conduct, and lead clinics with bands and orchestras across the
United States. Adrian is also active as an educator in the Maryland area and has worked with a variety of
programs including the Baltimore County Summer Music Camp, Terrapin Music Camp at the University of
Maryland, and the DC Youth Orchestra Programs.

Adrian is a graduate of The University of Maryland with degrees in Music Education and Composition. He is
currently pursuing a Master’s Degree in Composition at The University of Texas at Austin. As a trombonist,
he has performed in a wide variety of musical ensembles including pit and symphony orchestras as well as
jazz and concert bands. Adrian studied trombone with Matthew Guilford, solo bass trombonist with the
National Symphony Orchestra, and Aaron LaVere, principal trombonist with the Baltimore Symphony
Orchestra. He is grateful for the continued support from his middle and high school band directors Cindy
Stevenson and Christopher Gnagey. He credits Dr. Robert Gibson, Professor of Composition at The
University of Maryland, and world-renowned composer Brian Balmages for his development as a
composer.

To learn more, visit adrianbsims.com

About the Music
I’ve long wanted to write an extensive work for advanced wind ensemble. I couldn’t tell you why, but it just
never happened until this moment. We look back at all of the music we have previously created along with
the compositions of the giants before us and it can feel impossible to know what is necessary to create the
next work of such stature. One of the things I learned while writing this piece is that ultimately, it does not
matter the end result of a composition nor can we control that. What we can control is our joy in the
creative process and the energy we bring to our music writing. At times while writing this piece, I felt more
joy writing music than I have in a long time. Composing this piece truly felt like something new for me.

This music explores the unknown. It explores a realm beyond us and what we can imagine. It begins with a
foreboding unpredictability which encapsulates the feeling of not knowing what may happen or what could
exist. Upon landing in this new realm, we explore the surroundings and realize that there are beautiful
things despite them being new to us. And as we discover further, we see the greatest of possible joys and
celebrations. As amazing as some of the things in this realm are, there are elements equally as terrifying.
Dissonance takes grip and we plunge to the depths of darkness. Not staying for long, the music evolves
upward through ascending melodic motifs and dense harmonies. Emerging back to the light, we experience
an intense excitement, taking a complete tour of the realm through the sky. Upon exploring all that exists,
we find ourselves at peace in this expansive new world.

This work is a new realm of possibility for me and was an adventurous writing escapade. This is only the
beginning of a long journey for me exploring all possibilities that are out there and I hope that this work can
inspire others to do the same.

-Adrian B. Sims
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